
By Nanci L. Valcke
CCCouncil editor
Another California water war is the buzz

sweeping the East Bay, but this time there is
also a whisper traveling with it that it’s not
North v. South, but how can the state
effectively manage this precious resource.

Failure now to approach the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta in its entirety rather than in
fragments of special interests will hasten its
annihilation and leave 23 million people
without quality drinking water, destroy
wildlife habitat, disrupt power and gas lines,
roads, railroads and ultimately lay waste to the
state’s economy.

“The estuary has to be protected,” said Sunne

Wright McPeak, president and CEO of the
California Emerging Technology Fund and a
member of the state’s Delta Vision Blue
Ribbon Task Force at a joint work session
organized by the East Bay’s business councils
and chambers of commerce and sponsored by
the city of Antioch, Central Contra Costa
Sanitary District, Contra Costa Water District,
Miller Starr Regalia and the Greater Bay Bank.

McPeak led the charge 25 years ago to
defeat a proposed peripheral canal to divert
fresh water before it reaches the Delta and
send it south, but the idea was never killed
and today south is not only Los Angeles, it is
the Livermore Valley whose thirst is growing
rapidly.

“We need both conservation and
construction,” McPeak told the nearly 100
business people and elected officials gathered
from both Alameda and Contra Costa to learn
about the state’s water delivery system. “We
have to have efficiency throughout the state.”

She appeared to have softened on her
opposition to a peripheral canal, instead
insisting any conveyance be linked with
conservation and storage and be a pass
through. She encouraged everyone to throw
out the myth of an average rainfall year and
concentrate instead on capturing and storing
water during years of heavy rain because they
are few. She said construction was needed to
protect the fragile environment as well as the
vital economy of the Delta.

Bob Whitley, executive vice president of
Whitley Burchett & Associates and co-chair of
the CCCouncil Delta Vision Committee
agreed. He noted that a 2006 Saint Mary’s
College water study commissioned by the
CCCouncil Water Task Force, and Contra
Costa Economic Partnership revealed that
major health care facilities in Walnut Creek
would be forced to send patients elsewhere for
care, where water is available, in the event of a
water shortage.

“Protection of the Delta is essential,” he said. 
Whitley said the CCCouncil Delta Vision

Statement of Principles clearly states solutions
must be comprehensive and consider the
numerous assets of the Delta. He said while
each objective was not given a specific priority
for him “the number one priority is to protect
public health and safety.

“The Delta, we know will fail; we don’t
know when or where; people live, play on the
Delta. We must coordinate a warning system;
any resident trapped behind levees is rescued
immediately. That action must take place as
the debate on the peripheral canal goes on.”

He emphasized the need to protect the
environmental health of the Delta, and the loss
of the smelt, while not a sport fish, is a signal
of the quality of the water. He told those
present that the government had failed and the
state water regulatory system was broken as

witnessed by the historical action of a federal
court ruling on how much and when water
could be pumped out of the Delta. It must be
fixed and enforceable to protect the Delta.

“I work from the perspective that the Delta
will never be protected fully unless the rest of

the state’s water needs are met,” McPeak said.
“Water is the life blood of economy, of the
environment.... Start from there. The estuary
has to be protected.”

The working session ended with a clear
message of bringing all stakeholders, north
and south, to the table with a clear
understanding of solving the water issue as a
whole and not piece meal, which the experts of
all specialties agree would doom the Delta.
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Protecting Delta, meeting North, South water needs a must to end state water wars

Linda Best

The cost of retiree health benefits is fast becoming one of
the most challenging issues facing many state and local
governments nationwide. GASB 45 now mandates that state
and local governments report their retiree health care
benefits on an accrual basis, like pension liabilities. They
must show this liability on their balance sheet.

The Contra Costa Economic Partnership has just released a
study, “Managing Public Sector Retiree Healthcare Costs in
Contra Costa County.” The report provides a comprehensive
look at the liabilities of the county, cities, school districts and
special districts and steps these agencies have taken to
address their liabilities. Failure to mitigate liabilities can
result in lower credit ratings, higher borrowing costs,
deferred maintenance and cutbacks in vital public services.

Many of our local agencies have insignificant or no
liabilities. Some have liabilities and are taking steps to
address them. Contra Costa County, in particular, faces a
huge challenge. Actuarial studies show an unfunded liability
of $2.57 billion, one of the largest unfunded liabilities of any
county in California. The county has taken steps to meet the
challenge by setting an initial funding target, identifying
potential financial resources and assessing what program cuts
and/or benefit changes will be required to meet the funding
level

West Contra Costa Unified School District also faces a
significant liability of $705 million. The district is currently
considering a proposal to cap its contribution for current

employees and a vesting schedule for
future employees to contain future
costs. These proposals, however, are
subject to negotiations with the
district’s bargaining units.

How has this situation evolved to the
point of jeopardizing vital public
services? Employer-provided retiree health benefits in both
the public and private sectors have evolved over time. Since
these benefits were adopted, life expectancies have
lengthened, retirement ages have fallen, eligibility
requirements have been shortened, benefits have increased
and, most importantly, health care costs have escalated
dramatically.

The Contra Costa Council supports the findings of the
CCEconomic Partnership report that in order to effectively
manage their retiree healthcare liabilities, public sector
employers must take action now. They must prepare actuarial
studies to calculate the size of their liabilities and develop
plans to fund them. Plans should include both cost
containment and funding strategies.

Failure to take these actions will result in cutbacks in vital
public services, not an acceptable alternative.

To view the entire report, go to the CC Council website at
www.contracostacouncil.com or call the Council office at
925-246-1880.

At podium, Contra Costa Supervisor Mary Piepho.
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The Delta in Crisis on CCTV
CCTV, Comcast Channel 27,

will air The Delta in Crisis featuring Sunne
Wright McPeak, president & CEO California
Emerging Technology Fund, member state’s
Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force, Bob
Whitley, executive vice president Whitley
Burchett & Associate, co=chair, Contra CC

Council Delta Vision Committee, Contra Costa
Supervisor Mary Piepho and David Ciesco, vice

president & controller New United Motor
Manufacturing, Inc., at 4 p.m. Monday,

Oct. 22, 10 a.m. Friday, Oct. 26,
3 p.m. Monday, Oct. 29 and
8 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 31.

Sunne Wright McPeak, President & CEO California Emerging Technology Fund;
member California’s Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force, left and Bob Whitley,
Executive Vice President Whitley Burchett & Associates; Co-Chair, CCCouncil’s

Managing Public Sector Retiree Healthcare Costs
in Contra Costa County

Linda Best, President, CEO



The CCCouncil is not wavering from its
stance that the nearly 13,000-acre Concord
Naval Weapons Station provides a rare
opportunity to create an unequaled
development for future generations, but it
must be a balance of uses and densities.

The Concord Community Reuse Project is
developing alternative land use concepts
based on community input. When reviewing
these alternatives, the CCCouncil reminds the
city of the issues that must be considered for
developing the former base, particularly
keeping in mind the goal of providing for
future generations.

“Achieving that goal requires striking a
balance between housing and job creation,
open space and recreation, and public
amenities, including community, cultural and
educational facilities,” said CCCouncil
President Linda Best. “We also support the
city’s goal of identifying a “signature” project
that will be a magnet for the region.” T h e
Council renewed its support of implementing
“smart growth” around the North Concord
BART station with high density mixed use. It
also restated the need for planned varieties of
densities including urban villages at densities

that facilitate transit use, as well for public
amenities, open space and recreational
opportunities.

The Council pointed out the former Naval
base is within the county’s agreed upon urban
limit line and, in many respects, is an infill
project on a large scale.

“To ignore this fact and plan for low
densities,” said Best, “would be a lost
opportunity. While a buffer between existing
neighborhoods and the CNWS needs to be
considered, the final plan must avoid creating
a divided Concord.”

In conclusion, the CCCouncil urged the city
to consider the financial viability of a plan
and not create an undue burden on city
finances.

“Funding must be identified to mitigate
contamination, prepare the site for reuse,
construct or improve recreation and open
space resources and build infrastructure and
public amenities,” Best said. “Long term
funding is needed to maintain all the new
facilities and uses. Thus the plan must include
uses and densities that will provide sufficient
offsetting revenues.”

The CCCouncil says adhering to a plan that
includes a balance of uses and densities will
result in a reuse project that will be a credit to
the city of Concord and the region.

Task Force Calendar
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Become a member of the
Contra Costa Council

We’re looking for people interested
in helping guide our future
economy and quality of life.
If you are interested in joining the
Contra Costa Council,
call us at (925) 246-1880 or
check out our website at:
www.contracostacouncil.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

CCCouncil Business Portal: www.contracostabiz.org
The CCCouncil invites you to visit its Business portal, www.contracostabiz.org, a resource

directory for young, growing Contra Costa businesses. It is designed to help emerging
companies become increasingly successful. The listings are from various sources and the
Business Portal changes frequently adding new content, spotlighting current events, articles
and news, so visit it often. The Council invites feedback and critique of any item.

OCTOBER
Tue. Oct. 2
Transportation Task Force
8 a.m., Fidelity National Title, suite 100,
Walnut Creek
Presentation on Caldecott fourth bore

Thu. Oct. 4
Health Care Task Force
8:30 a.m., Brown & Caldwell, Walnut Creek

Fri. Oct. 5
Environmental & Manufacturer Task Force
8:15 a.m., Brown & Caldwell, Walnut Creek
Chevron speaker on alternative fuel

Wed. Oct. 10
Land Use Task Force
8 a.m., Morrison & Foerster, Walnut Creek

Tue. Oct. 16
Water Task Force
7:30 a.m., Morrison & Foerster, Walnut
Creek

Thu. Oct. 17
Workforce Development & Education
Task Force
8:30 a.m., JFK University, Pleasant Hill

Fri. Oct. 19
Board of Directors
7:30 a.m., PMI, Walnut Creek

Tue. Oct. 23
Small Business & Entrepreneurs Task
Force
7:30 a.m., Morgan, Miller, Blair, Walnut Creek

Wed. Oct. 24 
Economic Development Task Force
8 a.m., City National Bank, Walnut Creek

Thu. Oct. 25
Nonprofit Task Force
8 a.m. Chapman University, Walnut Creek

Concord Naval Weapons Station
Ad Hoc Task Force

Call the Council office for dates and times
(925) 246-1880

NOVEMBER
Thu. Nov.1
Health Care Task Force
8:30 a.m., Brown & Caldwell, Walnut Creek

Fri. Nov. 2
Environmental & Manufacturer Task
Force
8:15 a.m., Brown & Caldwell, Walnut Creek

Tue. Nov. 6
Transportation Task Force
8 a.m., PMI, Walnut Creek

New Members
Contra Costa Courier

Printing and Design
Concord

City of Concord project site illustration

CCCouncil Business Forum: “Growing a Business”
Make your reservation now for the CCCouncil Business Forum: “Growing a Business” with featured speaker Susan Hellman, president

of product development for Genentech. This popular forum will be held from 4 – 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 8, at the Roundhill Country Club.
Call the CCCouncil office at (925) 246-1880 to make a reservation.

CCCouncil Health Care Task Force to hold all-day symposium
The CCCouncil Health Care Task Force is finalizing the line-up of speakers for its symposium on health care. Among those committed

is Tom Williams, executive director of the Integrated Healthcare Association, a statewide health care leadership group. Before being
appointed the executive director of IHA in 2004, Williams served as a consultant to private health care companies in business development,
medical management and healthcare information technology. Other speakers, along with the date, times and venue will be announced later
this month.

SAVE THE DATE 

CONTRA COSTA USA 2008

Please mark
your calendars for

Jan. 24, 2008.

Contra Costa USA will be held that
day at the Concord Hilton

Our keynote speaker for the evening
program will be erstwhile

White House press secretary and
news radio host Tony Snow.

Sponsorship opportunities are
available. If you are interested, please

contact the Contra Costa Council office
at 925-246-1880 or e-mail

info@contracostacouncil.com

Registration packets will be sent out
at the end of December.

Thank you and we look forward to
seeing you at CCUSA 2008

The CCCouncil is urging Governor Schwarzenegger to put pen to paper and sign SB 1002 –
Water Quality, Flood Control, Water Storage and Wildlife Preservation.

This bill, authored by state Senator Don Perata, D-Oakland, will make money available now
to help fund the immediate actions needed in the Delta to protect the public’s health and safety,
drinking water, infrastructure, utilities and the ecosystem.

“These funds are needed now,” said CCCouncil President Linda Best, “and will fulfill the
mandate of the voters in passing the infrastructure bonds last year.”

In addition, the CCCouncil also apprised the governor of its support for the Contra Costa
Water District’s Alternative Water Intake Project saying it will provide significant water quality
benefits for Contra Costa residents and expedite the Las Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion Project.

A D V O C A C Y  A C T I O N

CCCouncil says balance of uses and densities the key for CNWS reuse

CCCouncil urges Governor sign Water Quality,
Flood Control, Storage, Wildlife Preservation 

Members and Organizations in the News
Congratulation to Lisa Douglas who left Saint Mary’s College to become vice president

of public affairs for the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities. The
CCCouncil wishes Douglas well and looks forward to working with her on future projects.
Congratulations also to Kris Chase, Saint Mary’s College and Bob Brown of the AAA for
their appointments to the CCCouncil board of directors.
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